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room was crowded by visitors ready to partake of
it. Our Reis and the Tunisean passenger were
among the number, as well as two of the Ca-
tholic Arab priests, so that the provision was but
barely sufficient for the multitude. During the
meal rakee was plentifully drunk by all except
the Mohammedan, who could not be prevailed
upon, by the united persuasions of those about
him, to disregard for a moment the prohibitions
of his prophet, not even in an assembly of
those who were of a different faith.
After supper, wine was brought, and, at every
ample cup that was swallowed, low bows, and
reverential salutations, (in which the mouth,
the head, and the heart, were appealed to as
witnesses of their sincerity,) were made to me;
and both myself individually, and our nation
generally, were exalted to the skies.
It was not difficult already to perceive that
here, as well as in Egypt, one of the chief dis-
tinctions between the professors of Christianity
and the followers of Mohammed was, that
the one could get drunk with impunity, while
the other was forbidden even to taste the in-
toxicating poison. Neither of these have sense
enougK to distinguish that it is excess alone
which is reprehensible, though this not in an
equal degree; for while the extreme of tem-
perance in the Turk is a privation affecting only